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TAGS  PREL,  PGOV,  ZI 

SUBJECT:  XXXXXXXXXXXX ' s observations  on  the  political  landscape  and 
U . S . -Zimbabwe  relations 
REF:  HARARE  87;  HARARE  36 

CLASSIFIED  BY:  Charles  A.  Ray,  Ambassador,  STATE,  EXEC;  REASON:  1.4(B),  (D) 

^1 . (SBU)  Pol/econ  chief  met  February  9 with  XXXXXXXXXXXX  offered  his  observations  on  various  topics  including  the  state  of  ZANU-PF,  indigenizc 
^2.  (C)  ZANU-PF.  XXXXXXXXXXXX  described  the  party  as  badly  fractured.  It  was  like  a stick  of  TNT,  susceptible  to  ignition  and  disintegration.  Z 

^3.  (C)  MDC-T.  According  to  XXXXXXXXXXXX,  MDC-T  is  alienating  supporters  because  of  corruption.  He  pointed  to  the  Harare  suburb  of  Chitungwiza 

^4.  (C)  Elections.  XXXXXXXXXXXX  believed  elections  would  take  place  in  2012  or  2013.  Parliamentarians  from  all  parties,  particularly  those  who 
^5.  (C)  Global  Political  Agreement  (GPA).  XXXXXXXXXXXX  thought  there  would  be  slow  progress.  In  his  opinion,  the  most  important  achievement  of 

^6.  (C)  Indigenization.  Taking  an  opposite  view  to  Minister  of  Youth  and  Indigenization  Saviour  Kasukuwere  (Ref  A),  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  the  govei 

^7.  (C)  Economic  Recovery.  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  a primary  focus  should  be  communal  lands  where  80  percent  of  Zimbabweans  live.  Before  the  economy 
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lesser  steps  were  important.  He  volunteered  that  the  Ambassador's  Self  Help  Program  had  once  been  present  in  communal  areas.  It  was  a powerful 
^8.  (C)  Sanctions  and  ZDERA.  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  sanctions  on  individuals  should  remain  if  justified  by  the  behavior  of  these  individuals.  Sancti 
19.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX 


COMMENT 


110.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX 's  comments  on  ZANU-PF  are  representative  of  a large  part  of  the  party.  There  is  little  doubt  that  if  a secret  party  elect 


